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Large-scale ‘tract’ housing ‘developments’
constitute the new city. They are located
everywhere. They are not particularly bound
to existing communities; they fail to develop
either regional characteristics or separate
identity. These ‘projects’ date from the end
of World War Il when in southern California
speculators or ‘operative’ builders adapted
mass production techniques to quickly build
many houses for the defense workers over-
concentrated here.

tract homes

This ‘California Method* consisted simply of
determining in advance the exact amount and
lenghts of pieces of lumber and multiplying
them by the number of standardized houses
to be built. A cutting yard was set up near

the site of the project to saw rough lumber
into those sizes. By mass buying, greater
use of machines and factory produced parts,
assembly line standardization , multiple units
were easily fabricated.
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types and colors

Each house in a develpoment is a lightly
constructed ‘shell® although this fact is often
concealed by fake (half-stone) brick walls.
Shells can be added or subtracted easily. The
standard unit is a box or a series of boxes,
sometimes contemptuosly called pillboxes’.
When the box has a sharply oblique roof

it is called a Cape Cod. When it is longer
than wide it is a ‘ranch’. A two-storey house
is usually called ‘colonial’. If it consists of
contiquous boxes with one slightly higher
elevation it is a ‘split level'.

Such a stylistic differntiation is advantagous
to the basic structure (with the possible
exception of the split level whose plan
simplifies construction on discontinuous
ground levels). There is a recent trend
toward ‘two home homes‘ which are two
boxes split by adjoining walls and having
seperate entrances. The left and right hand
units are mirror reproduction of each other.
Often sold as private units are strings of
apartment-like, quasi-discrete cells formed by
subdividing laterally an extended rectangular
parallelopiped into as many as ten or twelve
seperate dwellings.

a tract community

entrance to a two-home home

Reference Project

Developers usually build large groups of
individual homes sharing similar floor plans
and whose overall grouping possesses a
discrete flow plan. Regional shopping centers
and industrial parks are sometimes integrated
integrated as well into the general scheme.

The Sonata
The Concerto
Overture

The Ballet
The Prelude
The Serenade

The Noctune
The Rhapsody
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In Addition there is a choice of
eight exterior colors:

White
Moonstone Grey
Nickle

Seafoam Green
Lawn Green
Bamboo

Coral
Colonial Red
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floor plan of the serenade

Each block of Houses is a self-contained sequence
- there is no development - selected from the
possible acceptable arrangements. As an example,
if a a section was to contain eight houses of which
four model types were to be used.

in a shopping center”
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